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WALLENPAUPACK
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
“Keeping the history of Lake Wallenpaupack alive and
accessible for present and future generations”

Wallenpaupack Historical Society June Events
Wednesday, June 18, 12:00 Noon
– Annual Society Picnic –
Palmyra Township Pavilion
Palmyra Township Park
The annual Society Picnic will be held
at 12:00 Noon on Wednesday, June 18, at the
Palmyra Township Park Pavilion, 115
Buehler Lane, Paupack, Pike County.
Please bring a covered dish, salad, or
dessert to share. Hamburgers, hot dogs, and
beverages will be provided by WHS. Music
will be provided by WHS Dir ector Andy
Anderson. Guests are welcome. Rain or
shine. In the event of thunderstorms or
lightening, the picnic will be rescheduled
for Thursday, June 19.

Wallenpaupack
Historical Society’s
Annual Spring Buffet
Held on May 23
at The Settlers Inn

Saturday, June 21, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
– Traditions of The Lenape –
Shelley DePaul, The Lenape Nation
Wallenpaupack
Historical Society will be
hosting Ms Shelley
DePaul, Lenape
Administrative and
Educational Chief for the
Lenape Nation. This
program will be held at the
PPL Environmental
Learning Center, 126 PPL
Drive, Hawley, and is
open to the public. Ms
DePaul will be pres enting
the history and traditions
of the Lenape people, who
are the indigenous people
of eastern Pennsylvania .
Ms DePaul manages
Lenape language education at Swarthmore
College and in the community, and Lenape texts
and educational activities for the Lenape Nation,
headquartered in Easton, Pa .

The May 23 Spring Buffet featured historic preservationist Dick Snyder of Milford, who
presented on the adaptive reuse of historic buildings and the historic preservation endeavors of the
Historic Preservation Trust of Pike County, of which Dick is the current treasurer. Over forty people
attended the buffet, which was held in the tranquil setting of the Undercroft room of the historic
1927 Arts and Crafts lodge we know as The Settlers Inn. Thank you for supporting this Society
event.
Dick spoke about his work with the Milford Enhancement Committee, which has revitalized
the streetscape of Milford to comple ment the renowned turn of the 20 t h century architecture, also
bringing the audience up to date with the current plans for the courthouse expansion and how the
plans would detract from the historically significant town of Milford . Dick also discussed the use of
tenancy for the Society ’s historic residence, possibly utilizing a façade easement.
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M E ETING UP DAT E S
AUDITOR NEEDED FOR
SIMPLE AUDIT
Wallenpaupack Historical Society is in need of
an auditor for its 2013 financial records. This audit is
not required by the IRS but is viewed as an important
and necessary accounting review by the board of
directors. If you are able to donate 4 to 5 hours of
your time for this simple audit, please contact WHS
Treasurer Donna Stuccio, (570) 226-2160.

JOIN THE PAUPACK SCHOOL
COMMITTEE
The forming of a new WHS committee for the
Paupack School was approved during the May board
meeting. This committee will explore options for the
best use of the historic Paupack School – how this
treasure of the past could be used presently as an
asset to the community. Please call Audrey Graybill
for more information (570) 226-3663.

May 8 Board Meeting
Facilities Committee
Andy and Dick have received a bid for tree work
on the Williams House property. There are several
options including the least expensive, which would
require removing limbs that are near to the roof, and
the most costly, which would entail removing four
trees and stump grinding. If there is anyone who
could offer further evaluation or volunteer their
advice or labor for this project, please contact Dick
Briden (570) 226-8231.
Bob Ammon, Dick and Andy plan to go under
the porch of the Williams House to fully evaluate
the condition of the beams and boards located near
to or touching the soil.
Collections Committee
Committee chairperson Ann Wiedenman
received a number of artifacts from two former
campers of Camp Pocono, a boys camp located near
Lakeshore Drive in Lakeville. The camp operated
from 1920 through 1969 under the direction of
Chauncey “Chum” Paxson of Philadelphia and
Bucks County. Donations include a Camp Pocono
50th Anniversary pewter plate and DVD slideshow
from Mr Jay Stevens of York, Pa, and various
photographs, awards, maps, and a collection of
essays entitled Pocono Remembered from Dr
William Stouch of Burlington, Vt.

UPCOMING WALLENPAUPACK HISTORICAL SOCIETY EVENTS
Wednesday, June 18, 12:00 p.m. at Palmyra Township Park – WHS Picnic, music provided by Andy Anderson
Saturday, June 21, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at the ELC – “Traditions of The Lenape” by Ms Shelley DePaul of
The Lenape Nation
Saturday, August 9, 7:00 p.m. at the ELC – “Town Under the Lake” by Jon Tandy, a program about Wilsonville
Saturday, September13, Palmyra Township Park – Pike 200 th Anniversary Commemoration by Palmyra Township
September (date to be announced), Ehrhardt’s Waterfront Resort – Annual Fall Awards Banquet

UPCOMING LOCAL HISTORICAL EVENTS
Thursday, June 12, 5:30 p.m. – “Grey Towers,” a treasure in the Poconos, is the ancestral home of Gifford Pinchot,
noted conservationist, founder and first Chief of the US Forest Service, and two -term Governor of Pennsylvania. The
Historical Association of Tobyhanna Township (HATT) presents this program at the Clymer Library in Pocono
Pines. Melody Remillard will discuss the history of Grey Towers itself, and will present some of the many
accomplishments of prominent members of the Pinchot family including contributions to the American Conservation
Movement, the arts, education, and social justice in American society. The Clymer Library is located at 115 Firehouse
Road, Pocono Pines, Pa 18350. This meeting is open to the public, and is free of charge. No advance reservation is
required. Transportation is available, if needed. Questions? Call (570) 646-7235, or write hatthistory@msn.com.
Saturday, June 14th, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. – Barrett Township Historical Society’s ANNUAL STRAWBERRY
FESTIVAL and SECOND ANNUAL FLEA MARKET/COOKOUT…at the Mountainhome United Methodist
Church, Routes 390 & 191 in Mountainhome, Pa. Pre-order your pies (Strawberry Rhubarb or Strawberry Crème) by
calling Sharon at (570) 676-5255. You can also reserve your Flea Market space with Sharon.
Monday, June 16, 11:00 a.m. – Green-Dreher Historical Society will hold the annual Alumni Luncheon at the
Hemlock Grove United Methodist Church. Bring a covered dish or dessert and be on hand to welcome members of
the Wallenpaupack Class of 1964. Members and guests are always welcome. Contact Bernadine Lennon at (570) 8570882 or visit the Historical Society website for information, www.greenehs.org or on Facebook.
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Camp Pocono 1920 - 1969
Not many people know of Camp Pocono, the summer camp for boys
that operated on the shore of Lake Wallenpaupack. Camp Pocono began on
Lake Naomi in 1920, then moved to fifty acres on a lakeshore in Tobyhanna
from 1921 through 1927 before settling in its permanent location on
Wallenpaupack from 1928 through 1969. The Wallenpaupack location used
to be where Lakeview Court, Woodland Drive, Forest Drive and Evergreen
Drive, among others, are today in Lakeville, Wayne County. Aside from a
tennis court originally built for Camp Pocono which is today a remodeled,
modern tennis court in the Woodland Hills private community, nothing else
remains of the camp.
Former camper Dr William Stouch traveled from Vermont to
Wallenpaupack in 2013 to see of any preserved history of Camp Pocono.
When finding no mention of the camp, Dr Stouch contacted Wallenpaupack
Historical Society. Dr Stouch’s enquiry was turned over to Bernadine Lennon
who spoke to him and another Camp Pocono alum Jay Stevens. Through Dr
Stouch’s initial enquiry, Bernadine has acquired from Dr Stouch and Mr
Stevens a display of camp artifacts, photographs, a written memoire of essays
entitled Pocono Remembered, and an oral history of the camp.
Other former campers include both sons of WHS member Dr
William Dewar, whose sons would travel to camp by boat at the beginning of
each season.
Thank you to Dr William Stouch, who provided the oral history for
this article – from a series of interviews with Dr Stouch, edited by Kristen
Brown.
“Chauncey ‘Chum’ Paxson was an educator. He and his wife Dorothy
(Dottie) lived in Bucks County. His mother had a girls’ camp named ‘Camp
Owaissa’ at Lake Naomi and Chum was interested in starting a private boys
camp. Early on, he had to make a decision as to whether he wanted to teach
or operate a boys’ camp. He did both for a while. In 1928 he moved Camp
Pocono to Lake Wallenpaupack. In 1927, the main lodge of Camp Pocono
was built and was to be the main focus of the camp. It also served as the
dining hall. Chum and some of his associates built the lodge, cutting the logs
themselves. Chum and Dottie incorporated Camp Pocono in 1956 for the
purpose of conducting a summer camp for educational purposes.
“Camp Pocono was a private boys camp operated by a Quaker couple in
their tradition, welcoming people of all backgrounds. There were Roman
Catholic and Jewish campers. Catholic counselors could attend local church
service on Sundays if they didn’t want to participate in Sunday discussions.
Outside their tent on Sundays, the Paxsons would hold a Quaker meeting for
those who wanted to attend.
“The camp was integrated and upheld the Quaker tolerance for everybody
and for different ideas. All aspects of camping were taught. Overnight and
longer camping trips (both with canoes and hiking) were offered. The
uniqueness of the camp’s location, staff and campers made it very special.
Camp Pocono was referred to as a ‘woodsy’ camp.
“Chum made rounds in the winter to the homes of potential campers and
various colleges on the East Coast for camp counselors. He had his contacts
and set up quite a network over 50 years. He wouldn’t just accept anyone who
would pay $300 or so to send their son to the camp. He enlisted counselors,
former campers and others who understood the camp’s philosophy to
interview prospective campers and their parents.
“The camp had between 90 and 110 campers. There were 4 age groups:
Cub Camp (ages 6 - 8), Colt Camp (ages 9-10), Buck Camp (11-12) and Eagle
Camp (ages 13-15). Campers stayed for a month to eight weeks each summer
with some returning as camp counselors as they grew older.
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“The Quakers had a lot of contacts in Bucks
County. A number of the counselors were on the
teaching staff of the Quaker schools outside of
Philadelphia. Pearl Buck (a famous Quaker author)
adopted a number of boys and at least one of them
attended Camp Pocono.
“A lot of the people who attended Camp Pocono
as counselors were physicians and educators. Chum and
Dottie believed in tolerance of all religions and
backgrounds in the Quaker tradition. Even in the 1940s
and early 1950s, there was some integration with
African-American counselors and campers. It was very
unusual for that time period.
“Jorge Bolet was a Cuban born American
professional pianist and was the godfather to Chum
Paxson’s twin boys. He was an early ‘scholarship’
camper and became a counselor for many years. He
took the summers off from touring and arrived in his car
towing a trailer with his Baldwin piano which was placed
in the lodge. He held piano concerts frequently which
were a fantastic experience for the young campers and
staff.

[Note: Jorge Bolet (1914 – 1990) was a Cubanborn American pianist and professor of music. A child
prodigy at the age of 12, he was awarded a scholarship
to the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia and at 16
appeared as a soloist with the Curtis Symphony
Orchestra at Carnegie Hall. He performed with all the
major European and American orchestras and toured
extensively throughout the world. He is particularly
well-known for his performances and recordings of
works by Chopin and Liszt. He served as professor of
music at the Indiana University School of Music in
Bloomington (1968 – 1977) and beginning in 1977, he
was the Head of the Piano Department at the Curtis
Institute.]
“Ralph Bunche was the first American diplomat
to the United Nations and his son, Ralph, Jr, was a
camper. The young campers had the unusual
opportunity to sit around the campfire in this rustic
setting discussing world affairs with him. Another visitor
who spoke with the boys was author James Michener.

[Note: Ralph J. Bunche (1903 – 1971) was an
American political scientist and academic diplomat. He
graduated summa cum laude from the University of
California as class valedictorian in 1927 and, in 1934,
received his Ph.D. in political science from Harvard
University. During World War II, he worked for the
Office of Strategic Services (OSS), the predecessor of
the Central Intelligence Agency. After the war, he
served in the State Department. He received the 1950
Nobel Peace Prize for his late 1940s mediation in
Palestine. He was the first African American and
person of color to be so honored in the history of the
prize. He was involved in the formation and
administration of the United Nations and, in 1963, was

awarded the Medal of Freedom by President John
Kennedy.]
“Chum and Dottie Paxson had twin sons, Ted
and Chip, who became doctors. Ted was a pediatrician,
had a practice in Vermont and has since passed away.
Chip practiced medicine in Seattle, Washington and
still lives there. Because many of his sons’ friends were
in medical school, Chum would recruit the medical
students as well as doctors who had summers off to be
on the camp’s staff. A number of them were teachers at
the Quaker Friends Schools near Philadelphia. All the
staff were called ‘Uncle’ or ‘Aunt’. The Paxsons chose
to use the more moderate form of address as first
names were too informal and ‘Mr’ or ‘Mrs’ were too
formal.
“The symbol for Camp Pocono was a compass
circle with two Indian stick figures in the center. The
stick figures represented Chum’s sons.
“Camp Pocono was a very rustic camp. It took a
while before there was electricity in the main lodge. By
1946, there was electricity but not in any of the tents or
craft cabins. Kerosene lamps were lit at night. The
whole camp was composed of tents set on raised
wooden platforms and with open, lean-to cabins. Each
unit had one counselor to four campers.
“Campers ate general camp food. Nothing
special. Dottie Paxson oversaw the kitchen. They hired
kitchen staff – a female dietician in residence all
summer and two African-American cooks, Wally and
Gus. They were there every summer. Everyone ate at
one time in the dining room located in the main lodge.
It was a large building to hold all the campers. All age
groups ate together and table seating changed every
week. Two nurses lived in the camp infirmary which
was located on a hill.
“There was a very woodsy, pine smell to the
camp because of its setting in the forest. A gong was
mounted outside the main lodge. It was a huge round
metal saw about 4 or 5 feet in diameter. The gong was
sounded to note when to get up in the morning, when to
come to breakfast and when activities began.
“The daily routine was very structured: three
meals a day and campfires most every evening. In the
morning and afternoon, there were two activity periods
which were maybe an hour each that were announced
by the ringing of the gong. There was always swimming.
“The day would start at about 7AM, depending
on the age group. Bedtime would vary but would
usually be preceded by campfires at night. There would
be little campfires in front of the tents with campers and
counselors sitting around at the end of the evening and
talking.
“Counselors were there for about 10 weeks
because they spent a week prior to camp setting up the
camp and a week after the camping season, putting
things away. The Paxsons then returned to their home
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in Bucks County. During the summer, the Paxsons lived
in a tent.
“In addition to camping out of the area, the
campers and staff occasionally had square dances with
one of the local girls’ camps. In the old days, White
Beauty View on the Pike County side of the lake had a
drive-in movie theater. Counselors would paddle in a
canoe down there, sit on the benches, watch the movie
and paddle back to camp. Canoeing was a large part of
the camp experience.
“There was a little rifle range above the tennis
courts and staff taught the campers to shoot the .22 rifl e.
Archery was headed by Tom ‘T’ Wood. Campers also
had the opportunity to play volleyball, basketball as well
as swim, sail and learn woodcrafts.
“The main focus was always on camping skills. In
those days, Lake Wallenpaupack was very wild. The
campers had a number of camping sites they could go to
not too far away because there were no other private
camps, developments or motorboats. They practically
had the lake to themselves. A few cabins could be seen
from their canoes but it was primarily wooded.
“Every Saturday night as part of the camp ritual,
Chum would dress up as an Indian chief and Indian
dances were performed. The campers wrapped
themselves in blankets and quietly hiked up the
mountainside to a big campfire. Chum and Dottie sat at
the foot of the totem pole that they had carved

themselves. At the top of the pole was a carved eagle
with outstretched wings. That was a big part of Camp
Pocono. They would give out awards and someone
would make a speech.
“There were one or two seasons when the lake
level went down so low the cut tree stumps from when
the lake was created could be seen. They were in the
cove where the camp was located.
“The 50th anniversary reunion for Camp
Pocono was around Labor Day in September of 1969
which marked the end of the camp. The problem was
that Chum could not find someone to purchase the
camp and operate it as Camp Pocono had been. It was
somewhat of a financial decision. Chum and Dottie
kept a portion of the land for themselves and sold the
rest to a developer. They lived their remaining years in
Kennett Square, Pennsylvania. Chum passed away in
1983 and Dottie in 1995 .
Camp Pocono Song:
I’m a nut, you are a nut, nothing but a Poconut,
Once you are a Poconut, you are nuts for life,
Hickory, chicory, elm or spruce,
You can always tell a Poconut by the screw that’s
loose.”

August 1952 – Chum Paxson with Training Counselors

1952 Staff Members

1948 Camp Pocono Buck Campers
and Counselors
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Volunteer for Wallenpaupack Historical Society
Wallenpaupack Historical Society has many volunteer opportunities available for people
interested in participating in the mission of “Keeping the history of Lake Wallenpaupack alive and
accessible for present and future generations.” Volunteering is a good way for students and young
professionals to gain experience and build resumes. It could also be an opportunity to work on a
project together with your family, or for retirees wanting to spend time for the betterment of their
community.
There are many different types of activities that are available, such as organizing and displaying
collections and artifacts, working outdoors on upkeep of the Williams House or historic Purdytown
and Taft Cemeteries, organizing annual programs or fundraisers, writing or t ranscribing articles for the
monthly newsletter, updating the Society’s website, serving on the Board of Directors, and many other
possibilities.
For anyone willing to donate your time, WHS has a place for you to contribute either on a
single project or for an ongoing basis.
If you would like to volunteer, please include the following information and mail to:
WHS, P.O. Box 345, Paupack PA 18451

Wallenpaupack
Historical Society
Incorporated
•
OFFICERS
Rolf Moeller, President
Robert Morgan, Vice-President
Jon Tandy, Secretary
Donna Stuccio, Treasurer
•
DIRECTORS
Arnold T. Anderson
Robert Ammon
C. Richard Briden
Kristen Brown, Newsletter Editor
Donal Coutts, Director Emeritus
Robert Essex
Audrey Graybill
Nancy Gumble
James Pellington
Bruce Taylor
R. Anthony Waldron
Ann Wiedenman
•

103 Manor Woods Court
P.O. Box 345
Paupack, PA 18451
•

(570) 226-8980
www.WallenpaupackHistorical.org

NAME:

PHONE NUMBER:

VOLUNTEER INTERESTS
[ ] Organizing or displaying Society artifacts
[ ] Facilities upkeep for the Williams House and historic
Purdytown and Taft Cemeteries
[ ] Planning special programs or fundraising events
[ ] Contributing to the monthly newsletter
[ ] Website maintenance
[ ] Yearly financial auditing
[ ] Serving on the Board of Directors
[ ] Other interests such as::

